
Casualty Cause Outcome 

Air bed or Surf board 
Vessel abandoned, derelict or adrift (unmanned) Lifeboat capsized and unable to continue 

Airborne craft not elsewhere specified 
Vessel meeting adverse conditions Assisted to save persons and craft 

Fixed wing aircraft 
Doctor or ambulance call Assisted to save a vessel 

Commercial angling vessel 
Animal in trouble Assisted to save persons 

Animal 
Unexploded bomb or mine Dead human body landed 

Person bathing or swimming 
Capsize Craft brought in - nobody aboard, but not saved 

Canoe 
Cargo shifted Craft saved - nobody aboard 

Cliff climber 
Collision Craft brought in - saved by another Lifeboat 

Dead human body 
Aircraft crashed Escorted a vessel 

Unidentified distress signals 
Person cut off by tide Escorted a helicopter 

Sub-aqua diver commercial 
Vessel dragging its anchor Escorted casualty's lifeboat or dinghy 

Sub-aqua diver leisure 
Person in danger of drowning False alarm 

Diver support craft 
Fire Gave help, not elsewhere specified 

Large commercial fishing vessel 
Fouled propeller Hoax call confirmed 

Small commercial fishing vessel 
Fishing gear snagged on under water obstruction Hoax call suspected but unconfirmed 

Harbour , Police or Pilot launch 
Person on board a vessel in need of medical attention Recovered wreckage only 

Helicopter 
Person suffering illness No Launch - adverse weather at Lifeboat station 

Hovercraft or other amphibious craft 
Aircraft thought to be in trouble No Launch - failure of Lifeboat or equipment 

Hydrofoil 
Person injured No Launch - Lifeboat not required 

Jet ski (Wet bike) / Personal watercraft 
Person to be taken ashore from a vessel No Launch - insufficient depth of water 

Kite board 
Leaks or swamping No Launch - due to lack of Lifeboat crew 

Large merchant vessel  
Lighthouse required assistance from Lifeboat No Launch - failure of shore equipment 

Light vessel 
Machinery failure No Launch - due to reasons not elsewhere stated 

Light house or Light tower 
Man overboard No Launch - adverse weather at casualty 

Large power boat, with cabin  
Vessel thought to be in trouble Failure of Lifeboat due to damage after launching 

Large power boat, open 
Person missing Failure of Lifeboat or its equipment after launching 

Manually propelled craft not elsewhere specified 
Cause not elsewhere specified to vessel or aircraft RNLI Lifeboat reaches casualty, but proves unsuitable 

Other MOD vessels including Royal fleet auxiliary 
Cause not elsewhere specified Dealt with by own crew or others gave assistance 

Military liberty boat or tender 
No service Persons and craft brought in - saved by another Lifeboat 

Motor vehicle 
Out of fuel Persons brought in and craft brought in 

Naval vessel 
Vessel overdue Persons brought in and craft saved 

Object not elsewhere specified 
Aircraft overdue Persons landed and persons brought in 

Person not elsewhere specified 
Vessel unsure of its position Persons rescued, persons landed & craft brought in 

Person ill 
Recovery of dead human body Persons brought in - saved by another Lifeboat 

Person fallen from cliff or rocks 
Sail failure or dismasting Persons brought in 

Person cut off by the tide 
Lifeboat requested to stand by an aircraft Persons rescued and craft saved 

Person drowning 
Steering failure Persons rescued, persons landed and craft saved 

Person fallen from man made structure 
Person stranded Persons rescued and persons landed 

Person stranded 
Stranding Persons rescued and craft brought in 

Person injured 
Person in danger of being carried away by the tide Persons landed and brought in craft 

Person missing 
Motor vehicle in the sea Persons landed and craft saved 

Floating rig / Drill ship / Production unit 
 Persons landed 

Rig/Production unit rigidly fixed to sea bed 
 Persons rescued 

Oil/Gas associated vessel not elsewhere specified 
 Persons rescued and assisted to save vessel 

Oil/Gas rig supply vessel 
 Unsuccessful search 

RNLI Lifeboat 
 Stood by the casualty 

Rowing boat 

Inflatable dinghy, no engine 

Non RNLI rescue craft / Club safety boat 

Sail board - Wind surfer 

Sail multihull with auxiliary engine 

Sailing dinghy 

Sail multihull, no engine 

Sail training vessel 

Sail yacht, no engine 

Small power boat, with cabin  

Small power boat, open 

Small merchant vessel  

Large tanker  

Small tanker  

Tender to commercial vessel 

Tender to pleasure craft 

Tug , Barge or Dredger 

Vessel or boat not elsewhere specified 

Water-skier 

Sail yacht with auxiliary engine 
 


